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Synopsis

"Hunter S. Thompson is to drug-addled, stream-of-consciousness, psycho-political black humor
what Forrest Gump is to idiot savants."--The Philadelphia InquirerSince his 1972 trailblazing opus,
Fear and Loathing on the Campaign Trail, Hunter S. Thompson has reported the election story in
his truly inimitable, just-short-of-libel style. In Better than Sex, Thompson hits the dusty trail
again--without leaving home--yet manages to deliver a mind-bending view of the 1992 presidential
campaign--in all of its horror, sacrifice, lust, and dubious glory. Complete with faxes sent to and
received by candidate Clinton’s top aides, and 100 percent pure gonzo screeds on Richard Nixon,
George Bush, and Oliver North, here is the most true-blue campaign tell-all ever penned by man or
beast."[Thompson] delivers yet another of his trademark cocktail mixes of unbelievable tales and
dark observations about the sausage grind that is the U.S. presidential sweepstakes. Packed with
egocentric anecdotes, musings and reprints of memos, faxes and scrawled handwritten notes
(Memorable."--Los Angeles Daily News"What endears Hunter Thompson to anyone who reads him
is that he will say what others are afraid to (.[He] is a master at the unlikely but invariably telling line
that sums up a political figure (.In a year when all politics is--to much of the public--a tendentious
and pompous bore, it is time to read Hunter Thompson."--Richmond Times-Dispatch"While Tom
Wolfe mastered the technique of being a fly on the wall, Thompson mastered the art of being a fly in
the ointment. He made himself a part of every story, made no apologies for it and thus produced far
more honest reporting than any crusading member of the Fourth Estate (. Thompson isn’t afraid to
take the hard medicine, nor is he bashful about dishing it out (.He is still king of beasts, and his
apocalyptic prophecies seldom miss their target."--Tulsa World"This is a very, very funny book. No
one can ever match Thompson in the vitriol department, and virtually nobody escapes his

wrath."--The Flint Journal
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Customer Reviews

Like many another of his kind, Hunter S Thompson has outlived his greatness. When he started out,
he was the most dangerous man in his vocation; now, even the Secret Service considers the guy
harmless. Sad, but true: when he places bizarre calls to the White House switchboard and hollers "I
feel like killing somebody!" in a crowded bar at the Capital Hotel on election night, it's hard to
escape the suspicion that he’s no longer doing this for the hell of it, he’s doing it to live up to a
character - doing what's expected of him. A well-behaved, sober Hunter Thompson would be more
genuinely subversive than the caricature that slouches through the pages of this shoddy collection
of faxes, scrawled memos, pictures, and a less-than-riveting central narrative that fails to plug us
into the momentum of the campaign, so that the pay-off of the election itself doesn’t carry any zing.
But that’s not to say it's a bad book. It's simply not an uplifting one - not that Thompson’s earlier
works weren't gloriously sordid and deranged, but here there’s a lingering sense of waste, of failure,
and it's hard not to see why. HST is a spiritual anarchist not truly at home in any civilized
environment, and the only decade for him was the Sixties. He chronicled the downward spiral of the
next two decades fiercely, but this final decade of the twentieth century seemed impossibly dull and
discouraging to him. "The standard gets lower every year, but the scum keeps rising," writes
Thompson in the defining passage of the book. "A whole new class has seized control in the
nineties. They call themselves 'The New Dumb’ and they have no sense of humor. They are smart,

but they have no passion. They are cute, but they have no fun except phone sex and line dancing....
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